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             The Sniper

December 2008

From the Commander:  Greeting Comrades  & Sisters, I begin my first year as your Post Commander. I look forward to serving our Post with the support of my fellow officers and the support and help of you the membership.  My goals as commander are simple; I want fiscal responsibility, new memberships and membership participation.  I have been the membership chairman for the past few years, so membership is close to my heart and vital to the survival to the Post.  I will be holding a membership contest; the first member to sign up 3 new members by June 1st, will receive a free VFW polo shirt. We need more members to participate in the Post activities i.e. the VA Hospital, Poppy drives, Parades or just stopping by the Post when it’s open. When you attend meetings you have an opportunity to voice your ideas to better the Post and be among friends who share the common bond of service. 
Quartermasters Corner:  I am into my 3rd year as quartermaster and am lock-step with the Commander in his efforts to keep cost down and revenue & membership up.  As quartermaster I handle all aspects of membership from new members, change of address, duplicate membership cards and removing deceased members off our roles with national. This is all done via the computer on the emembership link on the VFW National web site.  I also run the Post web site vfwpost1469.com.  Please support the Buddy Poppy program this is how we support the good works we do at the VA Hospital. Sign out a Buddy Poppy can from Alex Squillace and fill it, the member who raises the most money will receive a choice of a VFW hat, Jacket or sweat shirt.   
There is not enough money coming into the Post to support the production and mailing expenses associated with the mailing of the Post news letter “The Sniper” to the 680 members.  We will continue to write a quarterly newsletter that will be available on the post web site. Paper copies will also be on hand at the Post and copies will be emailed to members who provide an email addresses to the Post.  Please email the Post at vfwpost1469@aol.com your email address, phone number, first and last name.

New Members: Please welcome our newest members since the April 2008 Sniper.  Jaret Radimer, Carlo Giordano, Kevin Regan, Charles Hennings, Salvatore Crimi, David Brinkmoeller, Leo Maese, William Avvenire Michael Cantley.  

New Member Michael Cantley sends greeting from sunny Afghanistan. Michael is deployed with the Fighting 69th Bravo Company in Arsic Kabul. He is training the Afghani National Police in between recon missions for hostels on the old silk smuggles routes.  His wife Lily awaits his return while keeping busy with the Family Readiness Group. See a picture of Michael on page 2 that you will not see in the main stream media. 
VOD & Patriots Pen:  Chairman Richard Gierbolini reached out to the local school English departments to avail young student an opportunity to write an essay to compete for a Post scholarship. This year’s winner for the VOD was Kathleen Leya from St. PiusV.  The Patriots Pen winner was Samantha Elyse Trust from Old Field Middle School.  The winners and their families will be invited to the Post to receive their Post awards in the amount of $500.00 and $250 respectively. The Post was invited to speak at Cold Spring Harbor High School on November 10th & 12th members in attendance were Commander Bruce Brenner, Alex Squillace, Cosmo, Bobby Blake, Richard Gierbolini, John Giess and Paul Kelly.  Members spoke to the students from the history and government classes about their experiences, VFW programs that support the community and veterans.  The message of freedom is not free was carried away with these young people.  The Post was invited back next year and we will also be speaking to students at Harbor Fields High School December 12th at 9:00AM. 
Parade:  Chairman Butch Jensen has been instrumental in coordinating with the town and proving color guards for the Columbus Day parade and the Veterans memorial at town hall.

Chaplain Chair, By John Giess: It is with a heavy heart I announce the passing of the following members. Adolph J Conte, Charles Robertson, Paul Lowery, Frank Sammartano, Gary Mausberg, John Acritani, John P. Kane, and Michael Barone. All of these members were a parent, grandparent, sibling or husband. Their passing meant that someone was grieving and trying to come to terms with their loss. In Romans 5:3 St. Paul said, “we rejoice in our suffering because suffering produces endurance and endurance produces character, and character produces hope and hope does not disappoint us because the love of God is poured into our hearts through the power of the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” As Christians our faith allows us to transcend the sorrow of death with the hope and our belief in the resurrection.  We provide wake services to member’s families upon a request from the family or funeral home.
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Michael Cantley surrounded by tomorrow’s chance at democracy in Afghanistan
Dear Comrade: The Sniper, our in-house newspaper, has not been published or distributed in much too long a time. The reasons are many and include cost, time and participation. The absence of The Sniper on a regular basis has been noticed by many of our members and has had a negative effect on participation and our activities. Modern technology offers a means by which we can communicate very effectively and inexpensively. We can publish The Sniper on a more regular basis for all to enjoy and be informed of Post activities. To make this happen I need your help! Please forward your name, phone number and e-mail address to vfwpost1469@aol.com. Support the Post! Be informed|!
Thank you.




Bruce Brenner, Post Commander
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