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              The Sniper                       April 2008
From the Commander: Greetings Comrade’s & Sisters, it has been my honor and privilege to serve these past two years as your commander.  I am proud of the programs and accomplishments we have undertaken on my watch.  None of this would have been possible had it not been for the support staff I had and the participation from the membership.  I am comfortable in passing the gavel to your new Commander Bruce Brenner and his capable cadre of Officers, Quartermaster Glenn Rodriguez, SR vice Alex Squillace, JR vice Brian Roby, Chaplain John Giess, Post Adjutant Robert Blake, Post Service Officer Jack Dougherty, Surgeon John Fox and Judge Advocate Peter Gunther. I will always be available to lend my guidance to the Post when called upon.  I hope to see many of you at the Post for the Installation Dinner on Friday April 25, 2008 at 7:00PM; we will have food, beverage, DJ, dancing and desserts. The installation of the Post officers will be followed by the Ladies Auxiliary installation of officers.  This dinner is free to members in good standing and $25.00 pp for your guests. You must RSVP by April 20, with the Quartermaster Glenn Rodriguez.
Quartermasters Corner: Greetings to all, I want to thank all our volunteers who made 2007 a successful year for the post.  I am pleased to announce the TV raffle tickets are almost sold out. We have about 40 tickets left to sell, so you still have a chance to purchase a ticket for the 42” HD TV.   We have participated and contributed to more money to VFW programs than the previous years. I have been in office just under two years and have a better perspective on the cost associated with doing business at the post.  I will name just a few of these programs we were involved in, VOD, Patriots Pen, Up Link, Chaplains account, VA Hospital account, Membership meeting food, State and National Conference.  My point is simple; we need to raise more money for the post to continue to support these worthy programs. I will continue to hold raffles, as the raffle for the TV is proving to be successful. We have the same group of volunteers that sell the buddy poppies; they have really carried the post. We need to have more membership involvement for this program to surpass last year’s goals. This years poppy drive we will utilize tables and chairs.  If you are physically unable to get out there and sell you could mail your contribution towards the buddy poppy program.  This can be your way of giving back to an organization that has helped veterans in the past and will enable us to continue to help our next generation of veterans. I recently read that there a 15 injured soldiers coming home for every 1 KIA compared to 1 KIA to 2 injured in Viet Nam.  While this statistic demonstrates medical advances in the field, it is the transition and follow -up care that the VFW will be called upon to assist these returning Veterans.
      I encourage those of you who do not have a computer to ask your child or grandchild to assist you in viewing our post web site at vfwpost1469.com If any members have a business or friends in business that would like to advertise on this site please direct them to this site and lets get this living Post history document become a source of information and revenue.
      To put our budget in perspective we receive $3.50 per member from national. At present we have 795 members which equal $2782, then deduct the cost of postage for the news letter equals $540 a year. The food for 22 meetings $924. The VOD and Patriots Penn awards $850. This adds up to a deficit budget, for a complete accounting of expenses you can come to meeting and review the books. 
Membership: All members please welcome John Hurley; a WWII Marine with service in the south pacific joined our post as a Life member. New Life member Brian Roby Iraq veteran.  New transfers William Riley, Charles Sadowski, George Pietromartire, Ben Marchioli.  New Annual members Rocco Caruso WWII and Jaret Radimer Iraq veteran.
THE ROUND UP:

Congratulations the Tony Mastroianni on receiving his 55th  year pin.  Tony is volunteering at the VA Hospital in Northport and working with veterans with brain injuries.  Great job Tony keep up the Good Work!

Alex Squillace deserves our thanks for all his time he spends up at the VA Hospital along with his usual band of brothers Bobby Blake, Jack Dougherty, Bob Mooney, Lou Renaldo and Butch Fitzsimmons.  Let’s add some names to this list and honor these veterans service to our country.
Scholarships:  Rich Gierbolini did a fantastic job in reaching out to the local schools for participation in the Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pen and the Teacher of the Year Award.  We awarded $500.00 $250.00 and 100.00 respectively. Our VOD winner placed 3rd at the county level. Check our web site for photos from the award ceremony. This year it would be great to get some sponsors for this event so we can recognize more students for their efforts, we had quite a few papers that were very deserving of awards. 
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade was well attended by our members. We had the honor of having our Color Guard lead the parade with one of our newest life members and new Junior vice Commander Brian Roby in his Marine Corp Dress uniform check Web site for pictures.  

Chaplain’s pew:  Jack Dougherty been exemplary in his position as Post Chaplain, Jack has served with distinction and compassion.  Jack visits our infirmed members, sends condolence cards; he makes the phone calls when we are called upon for wake services.  Jack is now changing his Hat and will be our new Service Officer. 
Membership:  We are 17 members away from achieving 100% membership this is the last requirement for us to obtain an All American Post status. It is incumbent of each member to do his part in promoting the VFW and our Post for new members.  I have sent out 25 letters to unpaid annual members in an effort to get them to submit their dues.  During our Poppy drive this is also an excellent opportunity to seek out qualified veterans for membership
Calendar:

04/15/2008 Post meeting 8:00PM
04/25/2008 Post Officer Installation Dinner 7:00pm free to member $25.00 per guest RSVP to the QM

04/26/2008 Testimonial Dinner Suffolk County Council will Honor Commander Richard T. Woltman at the Sayville Post #433 at 400 Lakeland Ave Sayville NY 631-589-9674 $ 50.00 PP RSVP by 04/14 see John Fox

05/06/2008 Post meeting 8:00PM

05/20/2008 Post meeting 8:00PM

05/25/2008 Wreath laying services 11:00 AM at the Post and TV raffle drawing at 3:00PM

05/26/2008 Memorial Day Parade meet at the Post at 9:00 AM step off at 11:00 AM

06/03/2008 Post meeting 8:00PM

06/06/2008 Breakfast at Oheka Castle 9:00 AM to benefit the fighting 69th $20.00 per person RSVP with Butch Jensen

06/17/2008 Post meeting

Editors Note: If you have an article, picture or something you think is news worthy for our newsletter drop me an Email at VFWPOST1469@aol.com or leave it in the box outside the Commanders office. Enclosed label for your VFW magazine to place in your doctors office when you are done reading it.   Glenn Rodriguez
